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Federal Communications Commission § 21.25 

communications upon the following 
parties: 

(1) Any applicant whose application 
appears on its face to be mutually ex-
clusive with the application being 
amended, including those applicants 
originally served under § 21.902; 

(2) Any applicant whose application 
has been found by the Commission, as 
published in a public notice, to be mu-
tually exclusive with the application 
being amended; and 

(3) Any party who has filed a petition 
to deny the application or other formal 
objection, when that petition or formal 
objection has not been resolved by the 
Commission. 

(e) The Commission may waive the 
service requirements of paragraph (e) 
of this section and prescribe such alter-
native procedures as may be appro-
priate under the circumstances to pro-
tect petitioners’ interests and to avoid 
undue delay in a proceeding, if an ap-
plicant submits a request for waiver 
which demonstrates that the service 
requirement is unreasonably burden-
some. Requests for waiver shall be 
served on petitioners. Oppositions to 
the petition may be filed within five (5) 
days after the petition is filed and shall 
be served on the applicant. Replies to 
oppositions will not be entertained. 

(f) Any amendment to an application 
shall be signed and shall be submitted 
in the same manner, and with the same 
number of copies, as was the original 
application. Amendments may be made 
in letter form if they comply in all 
other respects with the requirements of 
this chapter. 

[44 FR 60534, Oct. 19, 1979, as amended at 46 
FR 23450, Apr. 27, 1981; 50 FR 5992, Feb. 13, 
1985; 50 FR 45614, Nov. 1, 1985; 52 FR 37779, 
Oct. 9, 1987; 55 FR 20397, May 16, 1990; 56 FR 
57816, Nov. 14, 1991; 58 FR 11797, Mar. 1, 1993; 
58 FR 44894, Aug. 25, 1993; 61 FR 26674, May 28, 
1996; 64 FR 63730, Nov. 22, 1999; 65 FR 46617, 
July 31, 2000] 

§ 21.24 [Reserved] 

§ 21.25 Application for temporary au-
thorizations. 

(a) In circumstances requiring imme-
diate or temporary use of facilities, re-
quest may be made for special tem-
porary authority to install and/or oper-
ate new or modified equipment. Any 
such request may be submitted as an 

informal application in the manner set 
forth in § 21.5 and must contain full 
particulars as to the proposed oper-
ation including all facts sufficient to 
justify the temporary authority sought 
and the public interest therein. No 
such request will be considered unless 
the request is received by the Commis-
sion at least 10 days prior to the date 
of proposed construction or operation 
or, where an extension is sought, expi-
ration date of the existing temporary 
authorization. 

(b) Special temporary authorizations 
may be granted without regard to the 
30-day public notice requirement of 
§ 21.27(c) when: 

(1) The authorization is for a period 
not to exceed 30 days and no applica-
tion for regular application is con-
templated to be filed; 

(2) The authorization is for a period 
not to exceed 60 days pending the filing 
of an application for such regular oper-
ation; 

(3) The authorization is to permit in-
terim operation to facilitate comple-
tion of authorized construction or to 
provide substantially the same service 
as previously authorized; or 

(4) The authorization is made upon a 
finding that there are extraordinary 
circumstances requiring operation in 
the public interest and that delay in 
the institution of such service would 
seriously prejudice the public interest. 

(c) Temporary authorization of oper-
ations not to exceed 180 days may be 
granted under the standards of section 
309(f) of the Communications Act 
where extraordinary circumstances so 
require. Extensions of the temporary 
authorization for a period of 180 days 
each may also be granted, but the re-
newal applicant bears a heavy burden 
to show that extraordinary cir-
cumstances warrant such an extension. 

(d) In cases of emergency found by 
the Commission, involving danger to 
life or property or due to damage of 
equipment, or during a national emer-
gency proclaimed by the President or 
declared by the Congress or during the 
continuance of any war in which the 
United States is engaged and when 
such action is necessary for the na-
tional defense or safety or otherwise in 
furtherance of the war effort, or in 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 12:03 Nov 15, 2004 Jkt 203194 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203194T.XXX 203194T



38 

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–04 Edition) § 21.26 

cases of emergency where the Commis-
sion finds that it would not be feasible 
to secure renewal applications from ex-
isting licensees or otherwise to follow 
normal licensing procedure, the Com-
mission will grant construction per-
mits and station licenses, or modifica-
tions or renewals thereof, during the 
emergency found by the Commission or 
during the continuance of any such na-
tional emergency or war, as special 
temporary licenses, only for the period 
of emergency or war requiring such ac-
tion, without the filing of formal appli-
cations. 

[44 FR 60534, Oct. 19, 1979, as amended at 48 
FR 27252, June 14, 1983; 52 FR 37779, Oct. 9, 
1987] 

PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS 

§ 21.26 Receipt of applications. 
Applications received by the Com-

mission are given a file number for ad-
ministrative convenience, which does 
not indicate the acceptance of the ap-
plication for filing and processing. 
After preliminary review those applica-
tions covered by § 21.27(a) that appear 
complete will be put on public notice 
as accepted for filing. Neither the as-
signment of a file number nor the list-
ing of the application on public notice 
as accepted for filing indicates that the 
application has been found acceptable 
for filing or precludes the subsequent 
return or dismissal of the application if 
it is found to be defective or not in sub-
stantial compliance with the Commis-
sion’s rules. 

[52 FR 37779, Oct. 9, 1987] 

§ 21.27 Public notice period. 
(a) At regular intervals, the Commis-

sion will issue a public notice listing: 
(1) The acceptance for filing of appli-

cations and major amendments there-
to; 

(2) Significant Commission actions 
concerning applications; 

(3) The filing of certifications of com-
pletion of construction; 

(4) The receipt of applications for 
minor modifications made pursuant to 
§ 21.41; 

(5) Information which the Commis-
sion in its discretion believes of public 
significance; and 

(6) Special environmental consider-
ations as required by part 1 of this 
chapter. 

(7) The BTAs designated for licensing 
through the competitive bidding proc-
ess and the filing date for short-form 
applications for those areas; 

(8) The auction winners in the com-
petitive bidding process; 

(b) A public notice will not normally 
be issued for any of the following appli-
cations: 

(1) For authorization of a minor tech-
nical change in the facilities of a pro-
posed or authorized station where such 
a change would not be classified as a 
major amendment to a pending appli-
cation, as defined by § 21.23, or as a 
minor modification to a license pursu-
ant to § 21.41; 

(2) For temporary authorization pur-
suant to § 21.25; 

(3) For an authorization under any of 
the proviso clauses of section 308(a) of 
the Communications Act of 1934 (47 
U.S.C. 308(a)); 

(4) For consent to an involuntary as-
signment or transfer of control of a 
radio authorization; or 

(5) For consent to a voluntary assign-
ment or transfer of control of a radio 
authorization, where the assignment or 
transfer does not involve a substantial 
change in ownership or control. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in 
this part (e.g., § 21.41), no application 
that has appeared on public notice will 
be granted until the expiration of a pe-
riod of thirty days following the 
issuance of the public notice listing the 
application, or any major amendment 
thereto, or until the expiration of a pe-
riod of thirty days following the 
issuance of a public notice identifying 
the tentative selectee of a random se-
lection process, whichever is later. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sions of this part, effective as of Sep-
tember 17, 1998, there shall be one one- 
week window, at such time as the Com-
mission shall announce by public no-
tice, for the filing of applications for 
high-power signal booster station, re-
sponse station hub and I channels 
point-to-multipoint transmissions li-
censes, during which all applications 
shall be deemed to have been filed as of 
the same day for purposes of §§ 21.909, 
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